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THE 


Chriftian Hiftory 


Containing Accounts of the Propagation and Revival 
of Religion in Great Britain, America, &c 
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Saturday SEPTEMBER 29. 1744. § N° 83 
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The Rev. Mr. Davenporr’s Explanation of fome 
Paffages in bis late Confeffion ; om a Letter of bis 
to the Rev. Mr. Williams of Lebanon; which came 
not to our Hands "sill Yeferday. 


Weather f. td, Aus. 1O. 3744. 
Rw. and dear Brother, 

OU will pleafe; if you think beft)to fend what is un- 
iva toa to the Rev.Mr. Prince of Be Pon, that fo 
if my Retraflations be printed acain,e they may be 
ecrredled accordingly : And if it is thought proper, 

my Defire of this Correfiion intimated in the \la: 
Yours inthe dear te t 
James Davenport. 


PON the Rev. Dr. Corman's obferving, that the Usle 

of a Word in the firfl Edition of thefe Retrafations is 
liable to be underftood ina Senfe diferente from what I in 
tended in the Ule'of it, I defire, if they be printed again, that 
inftead of what is now in the 3dPage ®between thefe Words, 
J am now ful’y comvinced and perfuaded that; And thote 
Words, much rijiwenced in the Affair by the felfe ~ hd The 
following Words may be inferted, viz. Several Thincs, whic 
tm the Time of she Work 1 was very indufricu: and ie frumental 
in promoting by a mifeuided Leal, werems Parti of it, but ofa 
afferent and centrary Natare and Tendency , and that 1 wa: 
Aad in Page 7. ¢ inftead of thofe Words, the Aopendage from 
the Subjlance or E fence > \et thefe be put, viz. whet is na 
Part of the Work, from the Work i: cf. 





® CanftranHiftory ; Page 227. +Chriff ial Gory . P.22 
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Revival of Religion at New-Londonderry in the Pro- 
vince of PENNsyLVANIA,about four Hundred Miles 
South- Weftward of Bofton: In a Letter from the 
Rev. Mr. Samvue. Biair, Minifter of the Go/pel 
in that Place, to the Rev. Mr. Paince. 


New- Londonderry in Penn{ylvania, Aug.6.17 44, 

Rev. Sir, 

I Do moft gladly comply with your Defire in fending you 
fome Account of the glorious Appearances of Gop ina 
Way of fpecial Grace for us in thisCongregation,and other 

Parts of this Country : And am of the fame Judgment with 

you and other pious and judicious People, that the collecting 

and publifhing: of fuch Accounts may greatly tend to the Glory 
of our REDEEMER, and the Increafe of his Triumphs. | 
much rejoyce in the Publication of fuch a Colle@ion in the 

Chriftian Hiftory, fo far as it is already carry’don : I think 

it may ferve to many excellent Purpofes, and be an happy 

Mean of advancing the dear Interefts of our glorious Re- 

DEEMER’s Kingdom, both in the prefent Age and the Ages 

tocome. AndI cannot but look upon my felf as called of 

God in Duty, being thus’invited to it, by you, Rev. Sir, to 

put toa Hand, among many others of my Rev. Fathers and 

Brethren on both Sides the 4tlantick, to the carrying on of the 

Defign of faid Hiffory, containing Accounts of the Revival 

and Propagation of Religionin this Remarkable Day of Grace. 

I cannot indeed give near fo full and particular a Relation of 

the Revival of Religion here as I might have done, had I 

had fuch a Thing in View at the Time when God was moft 

eminently carrying on his Work among us: I intifely neg- 
leéted then to note down anyParticulars in writing, for which 

I have been often forry fince ; fo that this Account muft be 

very imperfect to what it might otherwife have been. 

That it may the more clearly appear that the Lorp has 
indeed carried on a Work of true real Religion among us of 
late Years, I conceive it will be ufeful to give a brief general 
View of the State of Religion in thefe Parts before this remar- 
kable Seafon. I doubt not then, but there were fome fin- 
cercly religiousPeople up & down ; and there were,| believe, 
a confiderable Number in the feveral Congregations pretty 
exact, according to their Education, in the obfervance of the 
external Forms of Religion, not only as to Attendance 6/9 
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publick Ordinances on the Sabbaths, but alfo, as to the praétife 
of Family Worfbip, and perhaps, fecret Prayer too : But with 
thefe Things the moft Part feem’d to all Appearance to reft 
contented ; and to fatisfy their Confciences juft with a dead 
Formality inReligion. If they performed thefe Duties pretty 
punétually in their Seafons, and as they thought with a good 
meaning, out of Confcience, and not juft to obtain a Name 
for Religion among Men ; then they were ready to conclude 
that they were truly and fincerely religious. A very lamen- 
table Ignorance of the main Effentials of true practical Re- 
ligion, and the Doétrines nextly relating thereunto very ge- 
nerally prevailed. The Nature and Nece/fity of the New 
Birth was but little known or thought of. The Nece/fity of 
a Convi€lion of Sin and Mifery, by the Hoty Spirit open- 
ing and applying the Law to the Confcience, in order to a 


faving Clofure with CuristT, was hardly known at all tothe 


moft. It was thought that if there was any Need of aHeart- 
diftreffing Sight of the Soul’s Danger, and Fear of divine 
Wrath ; it was only needful for the grofler Sort of Sinners : 
and for any others to be deeply exercis’d this Way (as there 
might fometimes be before fome rarelnftances obfervable) this 
was generally look’d upon to be a great Evil and Temptation 
that had befallen thofe Perfons. The common Names for fuch 
Soul-Concern were, Melancholy, Trouble of Atind, or Dejpair. 
ThefeTerms were in common fo far as [ have been acquainted . 
indifferently ufed as Synonimous ; and Treubleof Mind wa 
look’d,upon as a great Evil, which all Perfons that made any 
fober Profeffion and Praétice of Relizion ought carefully 
to avoid. There was fcarcely any fufpicion at all, in gene- 
ral, of any Danger of depending upon Self-Righteau/ne,*, 
and not upon the Righteow/ne/s of Curist alone for Salva 
tion. Papifls'and Quakers would be readily acknowledecd 
guilty of this Crime ; but hardly any profefs’d Pre/byterian. 
The Neceffity of being fr in Curis by avital Union, and 
ina jufified State before ovr religious Services can be well 
pleafing and acceptable toGop, was very little underftood 
or tho’t of: But the common Notion feem’d to be, that if 
People were aiminz to be in the way of Duty as well as they 
could, as they imagin’J, there wasno Reafon to be mucis 
afraid. 
According to thefe Princip’es, and this Ignorance of fon:2 
of the moft Soul-concerning Truths of the Gofpel, People 
Hoh 2 were 
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were very generally thro’ theLand carelefs atHeart, & ftupidly 
indifferent about the great Concerns of Eternity. There was 
very little Appearance of any hearty Engagedne/s in Religion : 
and indeed the wi/?, for the moft Part, were in a greatDegree 
afleep with the foc/:/h. *Twas fad to fee with what a care- 
lefs Behaviour the publick Ordinances were attended, and 
how People were given to unfuitable worldly Difcourfe 
on the Lorp’s holyDay. In publick Companies, efpecially at 
Weddings, a vain and frothy Lightnefs was apparent in the 
Deportment of many Profeflors : and in fome Places very 
extravagant Follies, as Hor/e-running, Fiddling and Dancing, 
pretty much obtain’d on thofe Occafions. 

Thus Religion lay as it were a dying, and ready to expire 
its laft Breath of Life in this Part of the vifible Church : and 
it was in the Spring, An. 1740, when the Gop of Salvation 
was pleas’d to vifit us with the bleffed Effufions of his Hory 
Spirit in an eminent Manner. The firft very open and 
publick Appearance of this gracious Vifitation in thefe Parts, 
was in the Congregation which God has committed to my 
Charge. This Ecaentaitin has not been ereéted above 14 
or 15 Years from thisTime: The Place is a newSettlement, 
generally fettled with People from Jreland (as all our Congre- 
gations inPennfylvania, except two or three, chiefly are made 
up of People from that Kingdom.) * I am the fir? Minifter 
they have ever had fettled in thePlace ; having been regularly 
liberated from my former Charge in Eaft-Ferfey, above an 
hundred Miles North-Eaftward from hence (the Rev. Prefby- 
tery of New-Brunfwick (of which I had theComfort of being 
a Member) judging it to be my Duty, for fundry Reafons, 





* It may be convenient here, to obferve ; That inIRELAND 
areThree different Sorts of People deriving from three feveral 
Nations ; (1) Thofe who defcend from the ancient Irifh ; 
and thefe are generally Roman Catholicks. (2) Thofe who 
defcend from Anceftors who came from England ; and 
thefe are generallyChurch of England- Men. (3)Thofe who 
defcend from Anceftors who came from Scotland fince the 
Reformation : and thefe are generally Pre/byterians ; who 
chiefly inhabit the northerly Parts of /reland ; And thefe are 
the People who have of late Years in great Numbers re- 
moved thence into thefe American Regions. 
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to remove from thence.) At the earneft Invitation of the 
People here, I came to them in the Beginning of November 
1739 ; accepted of a Call from them that Winter, and was 
formally inftall’d and fettled among them as their Minifter in 
April following. There were fome hopefully pious People 
here at my firft coming, which was a great Encouragement 
and Comfort to me. 

I had fome View and Senfe of the deplorable Condition of 
the Land in general ; and accordingly the Scope of my 
preaching thro’ that firft Winter after I came here, was 
mainly calcul: t2d for Perfons in a natural unregenerate State. 
I endeavour’d, fas the Lorp enabled me to open up and 
prove from his Word, the Truths which I judged moft ne- 
ceflary for fuch as were in that State to know and believe in 
order to their Conviétion and Converfion. I endeavour’d to 
deal fearchingly and folemnly with them : and thro’ the con- 
curring Bleffing of Gop, Ihad Knowledge of four or five 
brought under deep Convictions that Winter. 

In the Beginning of March I tooka Journey into Ea/- 
‘ferfey ; and was abroad for two or three Sabbaths : A 
neighbouring Minifter, who feemed to be earneft for the A- 
wakening and Converfion of fecu’e Sinners, and whom I 
had obtain’d to preach a Sabbath to my People in myAbfence, 
preach’d to them, I think, on the firft Sabbath after I left 
Home : His Subjeét was the dangerous and awful Cafe of 
fuch as continue unregenerate and unfruitful under theMeans 
of Grace. TheText wasLuk. 13.7. Then faid he to the Dreffer 
of hisVineyard ; Behold, thefe three Years 1 come feeking Fruit on 
this Fig-tree,&S find none; cut it down,why cumbrethit theGround? 
Under that Sermon there was a vifible Appearance of much 
Soul-concern among the Hearers ; fo that fome burft out with 
an audible Noife into bitter Crying (a Thing not known in 
thefe Parts before) After 1had come Home, there came a 
young Man to myHoufe under deepTrouble about the State of 
hisSoul ,whom I had look’d upon as a pretty light merry fort of 
a Youth: He told me that he was not any thing concern’d 
about himfelf in the Time of hearing the above-mention’d 
Sermon, nor afterwards, till the next Day that he went to 
his Labour, which was grubbing in order to clear fome new 
Ground : The firft Grub he fet about was a pretty large one 
with a high Top, and when he had cut the Roots, as it fell 
down thefe Words came inftantly to his Remembrance, and 
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asaSpear to his Heart, Cut it down, why cumbreth it th, 
Ground? So, tho’t he, muft I be cut down by the Juftice 
of Gop for the Burning of Hell, .unlefs I get into another 
State than I am now in.’ He thus came into very great and 
abiding Diftrefs, which, to all Appearance, has hada happy 
Ifue ; his Converfation being to this Day as becomes the 
Gofpel of Curis. 
. The News of this very, publick Appearance of deep Soul- 
concern among my People met me an hundred Miles from 
Home : I was very joyful to.hear of it, in hopes that Gon 
was about to carry on an extenfive Work of converting 
Grace amongft them. And the fir? Sermon! preached after 
my return to them, was from Matth. 6. 33. Seed ye fir/t the 
Kingdom of Gop, and his Righteoufnefs. . After opening up 
and, explaining the Parts of the Text, when,in the Improve- 
ment, I came to prefs the Injunction in the Text upon the 
unconverted and ungodly, and offer’d this as one Reafon a- 
mong others, why they fhould now henceforth firft of all feek 
the Kingdom and Righteoufnefs of Gop, viz. That they 
bad neglected too too long to do fo already : This Confidera- 
tion feem’d to come and cut like a Sword upon feveral in the 
Congregation ; fo that while 1 was {peaking upon it, they 
could no longer contain, but burft out in the moft bitter 
mourning. I defir’d them as much as poflible, to reftrain 
themfelves from making any Noife, that would hinder them- 
{elves or others from hearing what was {poken: and of- 
ten afterwards. I had Occafion to repeat the fame Counfel : 
I ftill advis’d People’ te endeavour to moderate and bound 
their Paffians, but not fo as to reff? or fiifie their Conviétions. 
The Number of the awaken’d iacreas’d very faft: frequently 
under Sermons there were fome newly convicted, and bro’t 
into deep. Diftrefs of Soul about their perifhing Eftate. 
Our Sabbath Affemblies foon became vaftly large : Many 
People from almoft all Parts around inclining very much to 
come where there was fuch Appearance of the divine Power 
andPrefence. I think there was fcarcely aSermon or Leéture 
preach’d here thro’ that whole Summer, but there were mani- 
feft Evidences of Impreffions on the Hearers ; and many 
Times the Impreffions were very great and general : feveral 
wou’d be overcome and fainting ; others deeply fobbing, 
hardly able to contain : others crying in a moft dolorous 
Manner; many others more filently weeping : and a folemn 
Concern appearing in theCountenances of many others. And 
fometimes 
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fometimes the Soul-Exercifes of fome (tho’ comparatively 
but very few) would fo far affe& their Bodies as to oceafion 
fome ftrange unufual bodily Motions. I had Opportunities 
of {peaking particularly with a great many of thofe, who 
afforded fuch outward Tokens of inward Soul-concern in the 
Time of publick’ Worfhip and hearing of the Word : Indeed 
many came to me of themfelves in their Diftrefs, for private 
Inftru@ti6n and Counfel ; and I found, fo far as f can remem- 
ber, that with by far the greater Part their apparent Concern 
in Publick was not juft a tranfient Qualm of Confcience, or 
meerly a floating Commotion of the Affections ; but a ra- 
tional fixt Comvidtion of theit dangerous perifhing Eftate. 
They could generally offer as a convictive Evidence of their 
being in am unconvetted miferable Eftate, that they were ut- 
ter Strangers to thofe Difpofitions, Exercifes, and Experien- 
ces of Soul inReligion, which they heard laid dowa fromGop’s 
Word, as the infeperable Charaéters of the truly regenerate 
People of Gon ; even fuch as before had fomething of the 
Form of Religion ; and, I think the greater Number were of 
this Sort ;' and feveral had ‘been pretty exact and punctual in 
the performance of outward Duties ; they faw they had been 
contenting themfelves with the Form without the Life and 
Power of Godline/i ; and that they had been taking Peace to 
their Confciences from, and depending upon their own Righ- 
teoufnefs, and not the Righteou/ne/s of Jesus Curist. 

In 2Word, they faw that true practical Religion was quite 
another Thing than they had conceived it to be, or had any 
true Experience of. There were likewife many up & down 
the Land bro’t under deep diftreffing Convidtions that Summer 
who had lived very loofe Lives, regardlefs of the very Exter- 
nals of Religion. In this Congregation I believe there were 
very few that were not ftirred up to fome folemnT houghtful- 
nefs and Concern more than ufual about their Souls. The 
general Carriage and Behaviour ‘of People was foon very vifi- 
bly altered. Thofe awaken’d were much given to Reading 
in the HOLY ScRiIpTUREs and other good Books. Excellent 
Books that had lain by much neglected, were then much pe- 
rus’d, and lent from one to another : and it was a peculiar 
Satisfaction to People to find how exa@ly the Doétrines they 
heard daily preach’d, harmoniz’d with the Doétrines contain- 
ed and taught by great and godlyMen in other Parts and for- 
mer Times. The Subjeéts of Difcourfe almoft always when 
any of them were together, were the Matters of Religion and 
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great Concerns of their Souls. All unfuitable, worldly, vain 
Difcourfe on the Lord’s Day feemed to be laid afide among 
them: Indeed for any Thing that appeared, there feem'd to 
be almoft a univerfal PR akeomasion in this Refpedt in our pub. 
lic Affemblies on the Lord’s- Day. 

There was an earneft Defire in People after Opportunitie, 
for public Worthip and hearing the Word. I appointed in 
the Spring ta preach every Friday through the Summar when 
I was 4a Viemse, and thofeMeetings were well attended ; ang 
at feveral of them thePower of theLor p wasremarkably with 
us. The main Scope of my Preaching thro’ that Summer 
was, laying open the Deplorable State of Man by Nature 
fince the Fall, our ruined expofed Cafe by the Breach of the 
firf? Covenant, and the awful Condition of fuch as were not 
in Curist, giving the Marks and Characters of fuch as 
were in that Condition: And moreover, laying open the 
Way of Recovery in the mew Covenant thro’ a Mgpi ator, 
with the Nature and Neceffity of Faith in Curist the Me. 
diater, &c. I laboured much on the laft mentioned Heads ; 
that the People might have right Apprehenfions of theGofpel- 
Method of Life and Salvation. I treated much on the Way 
of Sinners clofing with Curist by Faith and obtaining a 
right Peace to. an awaken’d wounded Confcience : thewing 
that Perfons were not to take Peace to themfelves onAccount 
of theirRepentings, Sorrows, Prayers, and Reformations ; nor 
to make thefeThings the Grounds of their adventuring them- 
felves upon Crrist and his Righteoufnets, and of their 
Expectations of Life by him : And that neither were they to 
obtain or feck Peace in extraordinary Ways, by Vifions, 
Dreams, or immediate Infpirations : But, by an underftand- 
ing View, and believing Perfuafion of the Way of Life, as re- 
veal’d in the Gofpel, thro’ the Suretifhip-Obedience and 
Sufferiogs of Jesus Curist ; with a View of the Suitable- 
nefs &Sufficiency of that mediatory Righteoufnefs of Curisr 
for the Juftification & Life of Law-cordemn’d Sinners ; and 
thereupon, freely accepting him for their Saviour, beartily 
confenting to, and being well pleafed with the Way of Salwva- 
tion, and venturing their All upon his Mediation, from the 
Warrant & Encouragement afforded of God thereunto in his 
Word, by his free Offer, authoritative Command, and (ure 
Promile to thofe that fo believe. 1 endeavoured to thew the 
Fraats and Evidences of a true Faith, &c. 

(To be continued.) 








